HUMOR  AND  ANECDOTE

very ill with erysipelas and had to go to a hospital.
The day the engagement was resumed happened to be
Frohman's birthday, and Collier sent him the following
cablegram:

Many   happy   returns  from   all   your   box
offices.

He received the following answer from Frohman:

My  happiest return is your return to  the
Garrick.

Behind all of Frohman's jest and humor was a serious
outlook on life. It was mixed with big philosophy, too,
as this incident will show:

He was visiting Sir George Alexander at his country
house in Kent. Alexander, who is a great dog fancier,
asked Frohman to accompany him while he chained up
his animals. Frohman watched the performance with
great interest. Then he turned to the actor-manager
and said:

"I have got a lot of dogs out at my country place in
America, but I never tie them up."

"Why?" asked Alexander.

"Let other people tie up the dogs. You let them
out and they will always like you."

Frohman was known to his friends as a master of
epigram. Some of his distinctive sayings are these:

"The best seat at a theater is the paid one."

"An ounce of imagination is worth a pound of prac-
ticality."

"The man who makes up his mind to corner things
generally gets cornered."

343er, William Collier became
